
 

 

School’s (Almost) Out for Summer! 
 
We can hardly believe another school year is almost at its end. This has been an exciting and busy year 

for your Safety in Schools team, with pilot programs in two provinces, more courses added to our library, 

and another successful school speaking tour with Daniel Shoemaker.  

 

Keep reading to learn more about the exciting things your Safety in Schools team is up to! 

 

Sara 

 
Sara Rooseboom  Program Coordinator  
P: 403.984.6375  
E: sarar@safetyinschools.ca  
Suite 600, 4838 Richard Rd SW | Calgary AB Canada T3E 6L1   
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April 2018 Speaking Tour 

 

We partnered with the Alberta Construction Safety Association (ACSA) to 

deliver another round of school speaking visits in April 2018. From April 16 

through 27, we visited 16 schools with Daniel Shoemaker and representatives 

from the ACSA, reaching more than 1,270 students! 

After a brief overview of the legislation in place to protect workers and what it 

means for young workers as they enter the workforce, Daniel shared his 

experience as a young man who was severely injured at work and the things that 

he, unfortunately, learned the hard way. 

Daniel had visited 9 schools with us in the past and the feedback from students 

and teachers has been overwhelmingly positive. Every respondent to a survey 

sent to teachers involved in this latest tour agreed that the presentation had the 

intended impact on their students, that the information was interesting and 

relevant to youth, and that their students will be going out into their work sites 

with a different perspective after hearing Daniel speak.  

 

mailto:sarar@safetyinschools.ca
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http://www.safetyinschools.ca


 

One teacher sent us an email a few weeks after the tour: 

“I just wanted to say thank you to both you and Daniel for travelling to [our school] and sharing 

Daniel's story. I know it hit a chord with the students as there is still conversation in class and 

the hallways about his presentation. We were proud to host Daniel and sincerely hope that you 

will consider us again if you have the opportunity to bring speakers like Daniel out to schools as 

their messages are important to young workers.” 

When we plan school speaking tours, we typically try to do so within a defined geographic area, in order 

to reach the most schools at the lowest cost; however, we maintain a list of schools and teachers who 

have expressed interest in hosting a speaking session so that when we are planning a visit in that area, 

we can ensure that they are contacted right away with that opportunity.  

 

If you would like to be placed on our speaking session list, please email sarar@safetyinschools.ca or 

phone 403.984.6375. 
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Expanding East and West 

 

Our pilot program in Saskatchewan saw tremendous success in the second half of the 2017-2018 school 

year. As of June 2018, we have awarded more than 230 certificates to students in 16 schools across 

Saskatchewan. We are looking forward to the opportunity to build on this success during the 2018-2019 

year. 

We have also recently launched a pilot program in British Columbia in partnership with the Construction 

Foundation of BC, with teachers now exploring the program and preparing to test it with students in the 

2018-2019 school year. As our program expands through Western Canada along with the growth of our 

course library, we have caught the attention of like-minded organizations across the country and are well-

positioned to champion workplace safety training for youth across a wider audience.  
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Propane Safety at Home 

We are developing some new propane safety 

content with the Alberta Construction Safety 

Association (ACSA). The ACSA is developing a 

new module for their CSTS program that is 

focused on propane safety in the workplace, 

while Safety in Schools develops a new course 

for our library that focuses on the safe storage, 

transportation and use of propane at home. 

 

Our new Propane Safety at Home course will 

include a look at some real-life incidents that 

have occurred when people did not take proper 

precautions. Topics discussed will include 

barbecue safety, transportation and storage, 

signs of carbon monoxide poisoning, differences 

between propane and natural gas, and more. 

 

This course will be made available in the summer of 2018. 

 
Back to Top  
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Focus on Ground Disturbance 
 

As part of our ongoing focus on ground disturbance, we have released online resources with a multi-

faceted media campaign. Both our Digger's Guide to Safe Bone Burying elementary school program and 

our The Hole You Dig: The Real Cost of Ground Disturbance Gone Wrong course aimed at adolescents and 

adults are available online to the general public without login credentials. These resources can be found at 

www.safetyinschools.ca/DigSafe. 

A billboard was erected on April 23 along Highway 2 at Bowden and remained in place for 30 days. The 

billboard directed viewers to the Safety in Schools website to learn more about the cost of ground 

disturbance gone wrong. 

 

Along with the billboard, an Edmonton radio ad campaign was launched in April reminding listeners of the 

very real dangers of digging without knowing what is below. Listeners were directed to the Safety in 

Schools website to take our course, The Hole You Dig: The Real Cost of Ground Disturbance Gone Wrong. 

Posters and letters were mailed out to schools in May to encourage students to take this course before 

beginning their summer jobs. 
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Safety in the Service and Hospitality Industry  
 

Did you know that 70% of young workers get their first job in the service 

and hospitality industry? This is the industry in which many people first 

learn how to be an employee. 

 

The habits we develop when we are young often stay with us for life, which 

means employers in the service and hospitality industry are in a unique 

position to set young people up for a safe and successful life in the 

workforce. They can do so by showing young employees what a 

comprehensive safety program looks like and encouraging them to 

participate. 

 

As safety organizations, we can support safety in the service and hospitality 

industry by providing a foundation for employers to build on through 

schools and by working together to develop resources for parents, 

employers and young workers. 

 

 

www.safetyinschools.ca/DigSafe


 

As our partnership with the Service and Hospitality Safety Association (SHSA) in Saskatchewan 

continues to grow, we have connected with other Service and Hospitality Safety Associations to increase 

our influence on youth safety in this industry. We are working with the Alberta Hospitality Safety 

Association (AHSA) to bring the success of Saskatchewan's Youth Safety Education Day to Alberta 

over the next couple of years.  
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Staying Safe at Your Summer Job 
 

A summer job is a great way to gain work experience, develop valuable skills and earn money but 

temporary jobs often pose a higher risk of injury to employees. As young workers, you are at heightened 

risk of injury as well. It is important to be aware of the hazards at your workplace and how to mitigate 

them properly. 

 

Your employer has a legal obligation to provide you with training and ensure you are made aware of any 

hazards, procedures, plans and policies that impact your safety at work. You also have legal 

responsibilities over your own health and safety. You are expected to refuse work for which you haven't 

been properly trained or which poses a danger to yourself or others. It is also up to you to read and 

understand the policies, procedures and legislation that are in place to keep you safe. If you do not 

understand something, you need to ask for help. 

 

If you work outside in the summer, there are several 

hazards that you need to be aware of and take proper 

care to mitigate. Before you begin your job working 

outside, take some time to read through our blog post, 

Staying Safe at Your Summer Job. 

 

This blog post will walk you through some of the most 

common hazards encountered on outdoor job sites and 

how you can control the risks they pose to your health 

and safety, including: 

  

1. The Heat  

2. The Sun  

3. Bugs and Animals (including ticks) 

4. Poisonous Plants 

5. Uneven ground / Tripping Hazards 

6. Air Quality 
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Student and Teacher Feedback Surveys 
 
With all of the activity that has occurred over the past year, it is important to us to ensure that the core of 

our program continues to provide meaningful and effective learning opportunities for young workers and 

soon-to-be workers.  

 

That is why we are asking teachers and students to participate in a quick online survey to help us gather 

feedback about the program. We want to know what you like about the program as well as what we can 

work on to improve access and effectiveness.  
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Webinar Available Online 
 

We aim to make our program as easy to use as possible for teachers, which is why we have both a 

Teacher's User Guide and a webinar recording available to you at any time should you need to review how 

to register, enroll or monitor the progress of your students. 
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Where We are Going 
 

As we head into the 2018-2019 school year, we will continue to build on our success in Saskatchewan, 

getting more schools involved and adding to our course offerings for that province. We are also in talks 

with groups in Manitoba that are interested in bringing the Safety in Schools program there. 

 

BC, FutureBuilder and World Skills 

 

Along with our pilot program in BC, we are moving forward on integrating our 

course library with the Construction Foundation of BC's FutureBuilder 

platform.  

 

FutureBuilder provides students with a one-stop shop to explore their career 

development, take vital safety training, and build their curriculum vitae. Once 

we have completed integration with our program, we aim to make this 

platform available across Western Canada and, eventually, across the 

country. 

 

Working through FutureBuilder, we are positioned to play an important role 

in getting students the training they need to participate in Skills Canada 

regional, provincial and national competitions, potentially earning the chance 

to represent Canada on the World Skills stage.  

 

Learn more about Skills Canada and its provincial subsidiaries, and the World Skills Competition. 

 

Our team has attended the Alberta Provincial Skills Competition for the past five years and have seen the 

valuable impact the Skills Canada and World Skills organizations make in promoting and supporting skilled 

employment across this country and the world.   

 

New Mobile Platform 

 

Students and teachers will also notice a change in our course platform upon returning to school in 

September, as we will have our full course library integrated to a mobile platform. This mobile platform 

will allow users to access their courses on any device, with the course content formatted to fit the type of  

 

Download User Guide Here View Webinar Here 
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device they are using. Students will be able to start a course on their desktop, continue it later on their 

tablet, and even make progress or complete their course on their smart phone.  

 

Looking Forward to 2018-2019 

 

Our team is looking forward to another year of making connections, expanding our reach and promoting 

the development of a knowledgeable, safe and effective workforce. We hope that all of the teachers and 

students we work with have a wonderful summer break and come back to school ready to learn, explore 

and develop! 
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